ORGANIZATION

The 5th International Symposium on Karst will be organized by
researchers from the Centre of Hydrogeology at the University
of Malaga (CEHIUMA) and the Spanish Geological Survey
(IGME), in the framework of their “Advanced Hydrogeological
Studies” partnership.
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Venue AND DATES

The Symposium will be held at the Rectorate Building of the
University of Malaga (Cervantes Avenue, 2). This historical
building is located in the center of the Malaga city
(http://www.uma.es/servicio-comunicacion/cms/menu/donde-
encontramos), at 20 minutes from the Malaga International
Airport and 10 minutes from Bus and Train stations.

Other dates of interest in the course of the Symposium’s or-
ganization are:

- Deadline for receipt of completed manuscripts: 10" August 2014
- Return of reviewed manuscripts: 25 August 2014
- Deadline for receipt of final manuscript: 10" September 2014

REGISTRATION

Registration fee: 300 euros

This includes: Attendance, Springer book and Proceedings
CD, Coffee tea breaks, welcome reception, intra-symposium
field trip and gala dinner.

For registration in the Symposium:
http://cehiuma.uma.es/en/inscrip_sika2014a.asp

MoRE INFORMATION

Organizing Secretariat: Pablo Jiménez Gavilan

Centre of Hydrogeology at the University of Malaga (CEHIUMA)
and the Department of Geology.

Faculty of Sciences. University of Malaga.

29071 Malaga, Spain

Phone: +34-952131855 / Fax: +34-952132000
E-mail: pgavilan@uma.es

Website: www.cehiuma.uma.es
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OVERVIEW OR [PRESENTATION

Karst is the result of climatic and hydrological evolution
of soluble rocks (carbonates, evaporates, conglomerates)
particularly during the recent geological history of the
Earth. The action of water has generated a great range
of karstic features that are part of our natural heritage
and which on occasion form major tourist attractions.
Karst areas often serve as crop land or as substrates for
other human activity. One quarter of the world’s popula-
tion uses water of karst aquifers. Karst is highly fragile
and the exploitation of its resources or inappropriate land
uses gives rise to environmental problems (water pollution,
subsidence, flooding, changes in the subterranean envi-
ronment, etc.).

The specificity of the karst medium is fully accepted at all
levels of scientific knowledge, as shown by the existence
of specific international journals on karst and specific
karst committees in most of the international associa-
tions concerned with water. This is the case of the Interna-
tional Association of Hydrogeologists, www.iah.org/karst.
In addition, various international conferences are perio-
dically organized in which karst hydrogeology is the main
topic. One of them is the International Symposium on
Karst (SIKA), organized every four years in Malaga
(Spain), of which the 5th edition is scheduled for 14-16
October 2014. In the framework of SIKA, active partners-
hip of IAH - Karst Commission is expected and the main
annual meeting of the IGCP 598 project of UNESCO
“Environmental Change and Sustainability in Karst Sys-
tems” will also be organized.

OBJECTIVES

The symposia on karst that have been held periodically
in Malaga (Spain) since 1992 are intended to be an inter-
national forum for scientific debate on the progress made
in research into karst environments. The main objective
of the 5th International Symposium on Karst (SIKA2014)
is to discuss and disseminate the latest trends in
research into karst media on the basis of the results
obtained with different methodologies in various karst
areas in the world.

Torics

The following themes are to be addressed in the framework
of this Symposium:

- Karst Hydrogeology: water resources assessment,
groundwater protection.

- Methods to study karst aquifers: hydrodynamic, hydro-
chemistry, isotopes, dye tracers.

- Karst Geomorphology and landscape. Geodiversity
and Natural Heritage.

- Mining and Engineering in Karst media: mining and
large structures (tunnels, dams, etc.), CO, storage.

- Karst cavities: touristic caves, paleoclimatic and paleo-
hydrological records.

CoOMMUNICATIONS AND [PROCEEDINGS

THE SYMPOSIUN  trdisss

According to 1st circular, the peer-reviewed contributions
accepted by Scientific Committee before 15th April 2014
are now in press for edition as Springer book.

Nevertheless additional contributions can be submitted
and presented (oral and poster) in the Symposium. Sub-
jects of interest will be experiences, techniques used and
results obtained in scientific research on karst. There is no
charge to authors for submitted papers. Papers accepted
by the Scientific Committee will be made available to parti-
cipants in an electronic version. A few selected peer-
reviewed papers will be published as a special issue of the
international journal Environmental Earth Sciences

Authors wishing contribute with additional communica-
tions to be published as electronic version of the 5th SIKA
Proceedings should submit their manuscripts before 10th
August 2014. The guidelines for authors can be consulted
on the Symposium web page (http://cehiuma.uma.es/en/

sika2014.asp).

Official language of the Symposium will be English. Com-
munications should be given in this language (orally or as
posters). However, papers written in French and Spanish
will be accepted for publication in electronic version.

The Malaga Academy of Science will give a special award
taking into account criteria of quality and other aspects
concerning the geographic location of the Symposium.

[EXCURSIONS

During two days before the Symposium (12th and 13th
October 2014) a field trip will be organized to Grazalema
karst areas in Cadiz province. Besides, an intra-Sympo-
sium field trip (15th October) will be organized to visit
other karst areas in Malaga province:

- Field trip 1: Torcal de Antequera and Alta Cadena

- Field trip 2: Nerja Cave and Coastal Karst area.

- Field trip 3: Evaporite karst areas (Fuente de Piedra and
Archidona wetlands)

TrAINING COURSE

After the Symposium (17th October 2014) 7th Edition of
training course on Karst Hydrogeology —-HYDROKARST-
will be held (max. 30 people).

ACCOMODATION

The hotels available in the city of Malaga are listed on the
following web page: http://www.malagaturismo.com/en.

Any inquiry concerning accommodation and travel arran-
gements can be made through VIAJES HALCON, Calle
Hilera, 3, 29007 Malaga. Contact: Ignacio Guinamand;
halcon634@halcon-viajes.es, phone:+34-952283800.
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